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The 3GSM success – Spectrum harmonization and a strong standard
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Opportunities with open standards
Supporting a multi-vendor, multi-operator business

Global standard leads to mass-market
– Bigger overall market and lower prices

Interoperability
– Multi-vendor interoperability ensures user satisfaction and 

confidence as well as promotes sound value chains

Lower implementation cost
– Solutions meeting industry requirements from start (e.g. 

regulatory requirements)

Cutting-edge technology
– Open development process ensures best innovation
– Focused effort ensures well engineered specifications

Strong competitive element in standards setting 

Open process, Interoperability, Industry-wide support, FRAND IPR
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ITU-R, -T, -D 

TTCTTC Multimedia
Services

System and
Regulatory

Transport and control

Telecom standardization landscape
OMA

150 companies
600 delegates3GPP

70 companies
200 delegates
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The result of innovation and cooperation

Innovations

Interoperability and
exchangeability

built on open
standardization

Economy 
of scale

Low-cost terminals 
built on spectrum

harmonisation

Service
development

Mass market
with strong
competition

Standardization provides economy of scale and creates strong competition
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Harmonization is good for 
competition and market growth

1980 1990 2000 2010

1G - NMT
1G - TACS 

1G - CNET

1G- AMPS

Europe

USA

Slower market growth

Stronger market growth

GSM/WCDMA has more competition, suppliers and service innovators

3G - WCDMA
2G - GSM

3G - WCDMA

3G – cdma20002G – CDMA

2G - GSM
2G - TDMA

Stronger market growth

Slower market growth



© Ericsson AB 2006 Standardisering utan gränser 2006-11-037

Global and Regional standards

US
EU

JP
CN

Strong regional competition for leadership - Collaboration for globalization
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3GPP Stakeholders
Organizational Partners

TTCTTC
In total 297 

Individual Members

9 members

28+7
members

12 members

22 members

219 members
CCSA
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Summary
Open Telecom, IT and Multimedia standardization is the future

– Provides better service for end users (e.g. roaming)
– Provides lower cost of equipment (higher volumes)
– Strong competition by multiple operators and multiple vendors

Harmonized global standards are key for mass-market success!
– GSM was chosen as a Pan-European standard and now it 

completely dominates the world. 3G is following in GSM’s 
footsteps and is becoming a success

Important to avoid fragmentation – i.e. “Multi-standards”
– Multi-standards is sometimes being marketed as “Technology 

Neutrality”
– Companies can monopolise a standard with competing standards

Sweden need a strong agenda for harmonization – avoiding multi-standards 
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